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(E) assess USAID’s efforts to disseminate 

lessons learned from such projects. 
(2) CURRENT PROJECTS.—Not later than De-

cember 30, 2025, and not later than each De-
cember 30 thereafter, the Administrator of 
USAID shall submit a report to the congres-
sional committees listed in paragraph (1) re-
garding projects carried out by USAID dur-
ing the immediately preceding fiscal year. 
Each such report shall include information 
relating to the matters described in subpara-
graphs (A) through (E) of paragraph (1). 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, 
Ms. COLLINS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. KING, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
CASEY, and Mr. LUJÁN): 

S. 448. A bill to codify the existing 
Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partner-
ship Program of the National Park 
Service, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
rise to introduce the bipartisan Out-
doors for All Act. This legislation 
would ensure that access to local parks 
and outdoor recreation is equitable and 
available to all. 

The Outdoors for All Act would cod-
ify and strengthen the Outdoor Recre-
ation Legacy Partnership Program at 
the Interior Department, which pro-
vides grants to build new outdoor 
recreation spaces, improve existing 
parks, and form connections between 
underserved, urban communities and 
the outdoors. 

It specifically invests in parks and 
open spaces in areas where the major-
ity of Americans live. Any single urban 
area or two adjacent urban areas with 
a population of at least 25,000 can qual-
ify for grants, which can benefit resi-
dents in all 50 States. 

These grants would fund projects in 
park-poor, urban communities, and the 
bill would require the National Park 
Service to prioritize projects that sup-
port underserved communities, provide 
job-training to youth, and leverage re-
sources through public-private partner-
ships. 

As our cities grow and the effects of 
climate change intensify, this bill will 
increase equitable access to the many 
benefits of local parks, from job cre-
ation, to shade and tree cover, the re-
duction of the urban heat island effect, 
and clean air. 

Nationwide, 100 million people, in-
cluding 28 million children, do not have 
a park within a half-mile of home. 
That is almost one-third of America. 

Additionally, in the 100 most popu-
lated cities, neighborhoods where most 
residents identify as Black, Latino, 
American Indian/Alaska Native, or 
Asian American and Pacific Islander 
have access to an average of 44 percent 
less park acreage than predominantly 
White neighborhoods. 

For example, in Los Angeles, low-in-
come communities and communities of 

color lack equal access to parks—a Los 
Angeles County survey found that 
Compton reported only 0.6 acres of 
parkland per 1,000 residents, in con-
trast to Malibu, which has 55.5 acres of 
parkland per 1,000 residents. 

This bill would address this stag-
gering inequity in Los Angeles and 
across the country and make equity 
and justice a key focus of park invest-
ment and planning. 

I thank Senator COLLINS for intro-
ducing this legislation with me in the 
Senate and Congresswoman BARRAGÁN 
and Congressman TURNER for leading 
this effort in the House of Representa-
tives. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to pass the Outdoors for All 
Act soon as possible. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. RUBIO, 
Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. SCHMITT, 
Mr. TILLIS, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, and Mr. BUDD): 

S. 459. A bill to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to provide en-
hanced penalties for convicted mur-
derers who kill or target America’s 
public safety officers; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BRAUN. Madam President, Indi-
ana has lost several officers in the line 
of duty in the last 2 years, like Terre 
Haute Officer Greg Ferency and Rich-
mond Officer Seara Burton. 

I would like to say a few words about 
Elwood Police Officer Noah Shahnavaz, 
who was killed in the line of duty last 
year in a little town in Indiana. He was 
only 24 years old. He was shot during a 
routine traffic stop by a violent career 
criminal who should have been behind 
bars. His parents, Laurie and Matt, re-
membered their son to my office with 
these words: 

All that Noah ever wanted to do is help 
others. Society has been robbed of the many 
positive impacts he would have had on our 
world. 

When a police officer is killed in the 
line of duty, it sends a shock wave 
through the community, and it is hap-
pening in far too many places. 

I decided after his death that I want-
ed to take the lead in reintroducing the 
Thin Blue Line Act. This bill would 
make targeting police officers an ag-
gravating factor in favor of the max-
imum sentence. It has already passed 
through the House of Representatives 
once before. We need to do it again in 
this Congress and get it through the 
Senate as well. 

Supporting our police shouldn’t be a 
partisan issue. This law wouldn’t apply 
in every case, but it would make crimi-
nals think twice before targeting our 
police. We have to do everything we 
can to protect those who protect us. 
The one thing we could do to fight 
back against crime is to support those 
on the frontline. We need to give them 
the resources they need and send a 
clear message to those who wish to do 
them harm: If you target a police offi-

cer, you are going to pay the highest 
price possible. 

We need to get that done. 
f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 65—OPPOS-
ING A NATIONAL SALES TAX ON 
WORKING FAMILIES AND SUP-
PORTING A TAX CUT TO BEN-
EFIT THE MIDDLE CLASS 
Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mr. TESTER, 

Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. REED, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BROWN, and Mr. 
MERKLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance: 

S. RES. 65 
Whereas hardworking families have faced 

significant economic challenges over the 
past few years, including high gas prices, ris-
ing costs for groceries, and increasing rent 
and home prices due to record-high inflation; 

Whereas elected leaders should be working 
to relieve individuals in the United States of 
the financial pressure at the kitchen table, 
and pass legislation that brings down costs 
rather than raises prices; 

Whereas Republicans in Congress have in-
troduced and plan to consider H.R. 25, the 
FairTax Act of 2023, which would impose a 
new national sales tax and increase the price 
of all goods and services by 30 percent; 

Whereas, under this legislation, it is esti-
mated that, for a family in the United 
States— 

(1) the average yearly grocery bill would 
rise by $3,500; 

(2) the cost of buying a car would go up 
$10,000; and 

(3) the cost of buying a home would in-
crease by $125,000; 

Whereas the price increases brought on by 
the FairTax Act of 2023 would disproportion-
ately impact retirees, seniors, and those liv-
ing on a fixed income by raising prices on in-
dividuals whose incomes will remain flat as 
prices rise; 

Whereas this misguided legislation, which 
places a financial burden on seniors and 
hardworking families, also eliminates all in-
come taxes for the ultra-rich; 

Whereas in recent years, Republicans in 
Congress have given massive tax cuts to bil-
lionaires and giant corporations at the ex-
pense of middle class families; 

Whereas Republicans in Congress have sug-
gested paying for past tax cuts for corpora-
tions and the ultra-wealthy by cutting So-
cial Security, Medicare, and Medicaid; 

Whereas Democrats in Congress passed the 
largest middle class tax cut in generations 
through the American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021 (Public Law 117–2; 135 Stat. 4), which ex-
panded the earned income tax credit and the 
child tax credit, cutting child poverty nearly 
in half in 2021; and 

Whereas individuals in the United States 
deserve real bipartisan tax reform and a sim-
pler, fairer tax code aimed at supporting the 
middle class: Now therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) strongly opposes H.R. 25, the FairTax 

Act of 2023, which would impose an effective 
30 percent sales tax on all goods and services, 
raising prices for hardworking families, sen-
iors, and other individuals in the United 
States working to make ends meet; 

(2) supports the passage of a responsible 
tax cut that would actually benefit hard-
working families and grow the middle class, 
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while making the ultra-wealthy and billion- 
dollar corporations pay their fair share; and 

(3) opposes paying for any tax cuts with 
cuts to Social Security, Medicare, or Med-
icaid, or cuts to pay and benefits for our 
servicemembers, veterans, or law enforce-
ment. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 66—CON-
DEMNING THE USE BY THE PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA OF A 
HIGH-ALTITUDE SURVEILLANCE 
BALLOON OVER THE TERRITORY 
OF THE UNITED STATES AS A 
BRAZEN VIOLATION OF UNITED 
STATES SOVEREIGNTY 

Mr. TESTER (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. DURBIN, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
KELLY, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. COONS, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. LUM-
MIS, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. HAGERTY, Mrs. BRITT, and 
Mr. BRAUN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 66 

Whereas, on February 2, 2023, the Depart-
ment of Defense publicly announced it was 
tracking over United States territory a high- 
altitude surveillance balloon belonging to 
the People’s Republic of China (PRC); 

Whereas the Department of Defense ac-
knowledged that North American Aerospace 
Defense Command (NORAD) first began 
tracking the surveillance balloon on January 
28, 2023, prior to the entry of the balloon into 
United States airspace; 

Whereas the Secretary of Defense has stat-
ed that the balloon ‘‘was being used by the 
PRC in an attempt to surveil strategic sites 
in the continental United States’’; 

Whereas the surveillance balloon traveled 
near sensitive national security facilities of 
the United States, including Malmstrom Air 
Force Base in Montana; 

Whereas, on February 4, 2023, a United 
States Air Force aircraft, at the direction of 
the President acting consistent with mili-
tary advice, shot down the surveillance bal-
loon in the territorial airspace of the United 
States off the coast of South Carolina; 

Whereas, on February 4, 2023, the Depart-
ment of Defense submitted a request for a 
call between the Secretary of Defense and 
the Minister of National Defense of the PRC, 
Wei Fenghe, a request that the PRC subse-
quently declined; 

Whereas open lines of communication be-
tween the United States and the civilian and 
military officials of the PRC remain critical 
to avoid miscommunication or escalation to 
conflict; 

Whereas the United States intelligence 
community has linked the surveillance bal-
loon of the PRC to a broader surveillance 
program run by the People’s Liberation 
Army, and United States officials have 
briefed officials from other countries that 
may have also been targeted; 

Whereas intelligence collection by the PRC 
directed against the United States poses a 
threat to the interests and security of the 
United States and extends beyond the capa-
bilities demonstrated by the February 2023 
incident and related incidents; 

Whereas, while the PRC has a long history 
of intelligence collection operations against 
national security entities of the United 
States, reports of its espionage have risen 
significantly in the past decade; 

Whereas the Chinese Communist Party 
spread false claims about the nature and pur-
pose of the surveillance balloon, falsely 
claiming it to be a weather balloon that 
veered off course due to ‘‘force majeure’’; 

Whereas, on February 3, 2023, the Secretary 
of State postponed his trip to the PRC and 
referred to the balloon incident as an ‘‘irre-
sponsible act and a clear violation of U.S. 
sovereignty and international law that un-
dermined the purpose of the trip’’; 

Whereas Article I of the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation, also known as 
the Chicago Convention, states that ‘‘every 
State has complete and exclusive sov-
ereignty over the airspace above its terri-
tory’’; 

Whereas the substantial increase in the de-
tection of unidentified aerial phenomena 
since February 4, 2023 warrants further in-
vestigation and attention to domain aware-
ness gaps identified by United States North-
ern Command; and 

Whereas it is in the national security in-
terest of the United States to deter foreign 
adversaries from engaging in intelligence 
collection and other malign activities within 
United States territory and airspace: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the brazen violation of 

United States sovereignty by the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC); 

(2) denounces the efforts of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) to deceive the inter-
national community through false claims 
about its intelligence collection campaigns 
in violation of United States sovereignty, 
and those regarding other nations where 
similar incidents have occurred; 

(3) determines that it should be the policy 
of the United States to act promptly, respon-
sibly, and decisively to deter and stop for-
eign aerial surveillance platforms violating 
United States sovereignty, including those 
directed by or connected to the CCP; and 

(4) calls on the President to keep Congress 
fully informed by continuing to provide com-
prehensive briefings on the February 2023 in-
cident, previous incidents, and the broader 
efforts of the PRC in this area that include— 

(A) a complete account of all known viola-
tions of United States national airspace by 
the PRC in recent years, regardless of plat-
form; 

(B) a complete account of similar past inci-
dents of the PRC’s use of surveillance bal-
loons around the world; 

(C) a timeline of events for the February 
2023 incident, from first detection to the 
eventual shootdown of the balloon; 

(D) an assessment of what surveillance 
data the PRC was potentially able to collect 
or transmit via the balloon while it was over 
United States territory; 

(E) an assessment of the value of the intel-
ligence that the United States obtained 
while the balloon transited the United 
States and from the recovery and analysis of 
physical debris; 

(F) a detailed account of what measures 
were taken to mitigate the intelligence col-
lection threat posed by the balloon, the costs 
of those measures, and the impact on the 
regular operations of the affected installa-
tions, platforms, and personnel; 

(G) a description of what options were 
identified to mitigate the threat, and a de-
scription and timing of the recommenda-
tions the United States military made re-
garding those options; 

(H) an account of diplomatic communica-
tions, past and ongoing, between the United 
States and the PRC regarding the February 
2023 incident, including any demarches by 
Department of State personnel and subse-
quent responses by the PRC; 

(I) a detailed description of plans, capabili-
ties, and methods to deter and defeat intel-
ligence collection activities conducted by 
the PRC or other foreign adversaries in 
United States national airspace and any ad-
ditional authorities or resources needed from 
Congress to ensure detection and defeat of 
these activities in the future; 

(J) a detailed description of efforts of the 
United States to enhance cooperation with 
partners, allies, and countries affected by 
the global surveillance balloon program of 
the PRC to push back on the PRC’s practices 
in this area; and 

(K) a description of efforts to hold the Gov-
ernment of the PRC, and entities associated 
with the design, development, management, 
and deployment of the PRC surveillance bal-
loon program, accountable for the violation 
of United States sovereignty and the sov-
ereignty of other countries. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 67—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF ‘‘CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH’’ 

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. YOUNG, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BUDD, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CASEY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. ERNST, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGERTY, 
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. KELLY, 
Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
ROMNEY, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCOTT of 
South Carolina, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
VANCE, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, 
Mr. WELCH, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 67 

Whereas a competitive global economy re-
quires workers who are prepared for skilled 
professions; 

Whereas not fewer than 17,000,000 new 
workers will be needed to support the infra-
structure sector of the United States in the 
next decade, including to design, build, and 
operate transportation, housing, utilities, 
and telecommunications; 

Whereas current global economic uncer-
tainty and volatility have fundamentally 
shifted entire industries within foundational 
sectors of the economy of the United States, 
creating significant demands for high-qual-
ity and efficient educational opportunities 
to ensure a quick and equitable recovery; 

Whereas career and technical education 
(referred to in this preamble as ‘‘CTE’’) en-
sures that competitive and skilled workers 
are ready, willing, and capable of holding 
jobs in high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand 
career fields such as science, technology, en-
gineering, art and design, mathematics, 
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